VOL. 8. hates 


q x nwivbersalist : GMMagqasturc 4 


Published Weekly, by Henry Bowen. Province House Row, near the Old Soutl....$2,50 per annum.—$2, if paid in adv 


ance. 


BOSTON, SATURDAY, 


JUNE 2; 1827. 


No. 60. 


FOR THE MAGAZINE, 


ILLUSTRATION OF 1 THES. IV. 13—18. 

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, 
concerning them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, 
even as others, which have no hope: For if we be- 
lieve that Jesus died and tose again,. ame becktnes also 
in Jesus will God bring with him. For this 
we say unio you by the word of the Lord, that we 
which are alive and remain unto the coming of the 
Lord shall not prévent them which are asleep. For 
the Lord himself shall deseend from heaven with a 
shout, with the veice of the archangel, and with the 
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 
Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up 
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in 
the air; and so shall we ever be with the Lord. Where- 
fore comfort one another with these words.”’ 


I shall now attempt to consider this passage, 
in connexion with my remarks (given in Nos. 
13 and 17 of the present volume,) on 1 Cor. 
xv. Ist. The grand distinction made, is be- 
tween the dead and those found alive on the 
earth at the coming of Christ, mentioned verse 
16. The same distinction is made 1 Cor. xv. 
51—54, and shews, that the same subject is 
treated of in both places. It will not be ques- 
tioned, that those said to be asleep verse 13, 
and sleep in Jesus verse 14, and as asleep 
verse 15, and called the dead in Christ who 
shall rise first verse 16, all refer to the same 
persons. They are distinguished from the we 
who are said to remain, and are found alive at 
_ Christ’s descent from heaven verse 16. -If we 
restrict the dead in Chrisi to believers, we must 
also restrict those found alive to believers.— 
And if we extend it to all indiscriminately in the 
one case, we must do it also in the other. 

2d. This passage does not teach, that any 


shall be found alive wicked at the coming of 


the Lord, or that any shall be raised wicked. 
Nor does it intimate, that any shall be left 
wicked oi the earth, while others shall ascend 
to meet the Lord in the air, as stated verse 17. 
‘It seems then very evident, that, either this 
passage was not designed to teach any thing 
relative to the future destiny of the wicked, or, 
they are included among those raised, and 
found alive on the earth. The last is denied 
by all orthodox people. Some one of the fol- 
lowing grounds must then be taken about this. 
First, that at some previous period to the des- 
cent of Christ from heaven verse 16, the wick- 
ed dead. are all raised, and the wicked found 
alive on the earth with them, are banished to 
hel! and out of the way, before the resurrection 
of the righteous. But the bible no where 
teaches this, so far as I understand it. Nor is 
this taught even in orthodox creeds. They 
teach, that when Christ descends from heaven, 
he is to judge all the wicked and banish them 
to hell from his presence. 
said to be done, before, nor at Christ’s descent 
from heaven, is it to be done at any period af- 
ter it? This no orthodox person believes, nor 
do, the scriptures warrant such a belief. It 
is not taught in this passage, or in any other 
that I know of, and it would be worse than idle 
to discuss such a question. fone 

2d, Another ground taken about this is, that 
the wicked dead shall not be raised, but they, 

eee ; 


But as this is not! 


with all the wicked found alive on the earth, 
shal] at this period be blotted for ever out of 
existence. Macknight says, “Wherefore, as 
the earth is to be burnt with fire, the wicked 
left thereon, must, after the judgment, perish 
in the general conflagration.” The jc tie 
quotes in proof are 2 Thes. i. 7—9, and Rey. 
xxi. 8. The first I have shewn in my Second 
Inquiry teaches no such doctrine. The last 
could be shewn, if it were necessary, to be 
equally inapplicable. It is certain the passage 
before us teaches no such doctrine, and it is 
agreed on all hands, that it contains a plain ac- 
count of the resurrection of the dead. But we 
should think, that if the endless punishment or 
annihilation of the wicked be taught in the Bi- 
ble at all, such doctrines would be introduced 
in connexion with that of the resurrection. It 
is well known, that men teach these doctrines 
in connexion with it, for at this period these 
punishments they say are tobe inflicted. But 
here, 1 Cor. xv. and other passages, where the 
resurrection is expressly treated of, not a syl- 
lable is said about punishment of any kind, te} 
any being in the universe of God. Permit me 
then to ask our orthodox brethren—Why do 
you always teach endless misery in connexion 
with the resurrection of the dead? Allowing 
your doctrine to be true, why do you teach 
it out of its proper connexion? You must per- 
mit me to say, that had the sacred writers be- 
lieved as you teach, they would kave taught as 
you do. Keeping these general remarks in 
view, I shall attempt a consideration of 
this whole passage. It is then said, verse 
13, “But I would not have you to be. ignorant 
brethren.”” Paul was writing to his Christian 
brethren at Thessalonica. The question may | 
be asked—What did he wish them not to be | 
ignorant about? The next clause answers, | 
“concerning them who are asleep.” Sleep is | 
the common figure of scripture for being dead. 
Paul’s object in not suffering them to remain. 
ignorant, is thus stated—‘‘That ye sorrow not, | 
even as others who have no hope.” Sorrow | 
abont whom or what, let itbe asked? The an- 
swer plainly is—That they should not sorrow 
about those who were asleep or dead. It is 
not said, who the persons were, Christian 
brethren or natural relations, or whether they 
died in a heathen, or believing state of mind. 
It is evident, that the apostle wrote to console 
them under their sorrow, and to guard them 
against sorrowing as others who had no hope. 
Let it be asked, had no hope of what? The 
answer from the context evidently is—had no 
hope of the resurrection from the dead. But 
let us ask again, what persons had no hope of 
aresurrection? Not surely the believing Thes- 
salonians, for this was the very thing, faith in 
Christ’s resurrection had begotten them to a live- 
ly hope of. They were the unbelieving heathen, 
called the “others,” in distinction from believ- 
ers who had hope. The heathen believed 
death.to be an eternal sleep, and on the death 
of their relatives, their grief was wild and ex- 
travagant; . Parkhurst says—‘‘Estius observes 
on 1 Cor. vii. 39, that ‘ sleeping is thus applied 
only to men that are dead, and this because of 


j 


the hope of the resurrection; for we read no 
such thing of Brutus.’ This is an excellent 
rémark for sleeping implies waking; of which 
the heathen poets were so sensible, that when 
they describe death as a sleep, we find them 
adding the epithets perpetual, eternal, or the 
like, in order to express their own gloomy no- 
tion, and to exclude the idea of waking from this 
sleep of death. Thus Moschus Idyll iii. lin, 
107, having observed that herbs and plants, af- 
ter seeming to die, yet revive in the succeeding 
year, subjoins— 

“But we or great, or wise, or brave, 

Once dead, and silent in the grave, 

Senseless remain; one rest we keep, 

One long, eternal, unawakened sleep.” 


So Fattullus, lib. i. 5: 


‘The sun that sets, again will rise, 
And give the day, and guild the skies: 
But when we lose our little light, 
We sleep in everlasting night.’’ 
Baker’s Medulla. 
Homer, I]. xi. lin. 241, says of a hero who 
was slain. 


——“He slept a brazen sleep.” 

So Virgil, An. x. lin. 745, 6. 
‘*An iron sleep o’erwhelms his swimming sight, 
And his eyes close in everlasting night.’ 


But on the contrary, it was doubtless witha 
view to the joyful hope ofa resurrection both of 
body (see Mat. xxvii. 52) and soul, that the 
departed saints inthe Old Testament, as well as 
in the New, are said to fall asleep, to sleep, to 
sleep with their fathers, &c. And the Chris- 
tians because they believe the resurrection of 
the dead, and will have death rather styled a 


lying down, or taking rest, a sleep than death, 


call burying places dormitories, or places de- 
signed for rest and sleep. Hence from the 
Greek ko im eterion, we have the latin cemete- 
rium, French cimetiere, and English cemetery,for 
a burying ground.”—Thus far Parkhurst. 

But let us return to the passage and ask, how 
did the heathens surrow, who had no hope of'a 
resurrection? Parkhurst shall again inform us. 
Quoting from Lucian, he says, ‘hus describes 
the lamentations of the heathen for the dead, 
as customary in his time, i. e. towards the end 
of the second century. ‘The shrieks and wail- 
ing of the women, and the tears of all, the 


-breasts beaten, the hair torn, and the cheeks 


stained with blood. And in some places the 
garments are rent, and dust sprinkled upon the 
head, so that the living are more to be pitied 
than the dead, for they are often rolling on the 
earth, and knocking their heads against the 

round,” Macknight, in the passage before 
us says, “It was the custom of the heathens, 
on the death of their relations, to make a shew 
of excessive grief, by shaving their heads and 
cutting. their flesh, Levit. xix. 27, 28° And 
by loud howlings and Jamentations over the 
dead. hey even hired persons, who had if 
for a trade, to make these howlings and cries. 
But this shew of excessive grief, as well as the 
erief itself, being inconsistent with that knowl- 
edge of the state of the dead, and with that 


hope of their resurrection, which the gospel 
vives to mankind, the apostle forbade it.” — 
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lieved ta vain, and concluded that they who 
had fallen asleep in Christ were perished, as 


Such was the extravagant grief of the heathen well as others, 


at the death of their relations, On what solid 
ground Paul forbade it, we shall see from the 
next verse. 

Verse 14, “For if, or since we believe that 
Jesus died, and rose again, even so them also | 
which sleep in Jesus will God bgjng with him.” 
Here, as in | Cor. xv. the resurrection from 
the dead is predicated on the fact, that Christ 
is risen from the decd. Ignorance of this fact 
led the heathen to excessive grief, for beliey- 
ing death to be an eternal sleep, they had no 
hope of ever seeing their relations again. It 
ought to be otherwise with Christians. Their 
faith in Christ produced the hope of a resur- 
rection, therefore they ought not to sorrow as 
others, who have no hope. ‘True it will be 
said, but this hope could only be for themselves, 
and all who believed in Christ, for the passage 
says—“them also who sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him.” In answer to this let it be 
remarked, that Wakefield renders the verse 
thus. ‘For if we are persuaded that Jesus 
died and came to life again, then must God 
through Jesus, bring with him them also that 
are asleep.” To tiis rendering, I am not a- 
ware of any valid objection. If correct, it en-| 
tirely removes all the ground ou which a par- 
tial bringing with Jesus is founded. But as_ 
much dependence is placed on the words sleep | 
m Jesus, i shall give them a little more atten-, 
tion. Nothing can be built with safety on the! 
terin sleep, for it is used io scripture to express’ 
the death of the wicked and righteous indis-| 
criminally, It must then be on the words in! 
Jesus on which the whole force of the objec-. 
tion depends. To meet it I would remark— 

Ist. That if Christ died for all; was a pro- 
pitiation for the sins of all; is not to give up the | 
kingdom till all are subdued; and is to raise all. 
up at the last day; why may not all be said to! 
sleep in him,-seeing they are to be awakened | 


gut of their sleep by him? It tras now become | 


the universal sentiment almost of all sects, that - 
Christ died for all, and is there not just as. 


tnuch incongruity in asserting this, as that all 
sleep in him? But if Christ is to bring with’ 
him none but such as died believers in him, 
what comes of the whole heathen world? Yea, 
what comes of all the wicked? Are they not 
raised ? This ought to be maintained, for 
nothing is said about any punishment to 
them. 

2d. Let us suppose, according to the objec- 
tion, that the apostle is only speaking of be- 
lievers in Christ, and that he exhorts them not 
to sorrow as others who had no hope. What 
then follows? This view of the passage, makes 
the apostle tell the believing Thessalonians, 
that they need not be excessive in their grief 
for believers who had died, for all such God 
woula bring with Jesus at the resurrection, 
und that they should meet with them again.— 
Consistency requires, that this view be main- 
tained, for if their excessive grief was for their 
unbelieving relations who had died in a heath- 
en state, the apostle holds out no consolation 
in the passage to assuage their grief. It is on- 
ly, say our orthodox friends, them who sleep in 
Jesus, God is to bring with him. But what 
hope or consolation could this afford, under 
grief for those who had lived and died in a 
heathen state? But more of this afterwards, 
But allowing they sorrowed like others wha had 
no hope for believers. In this casé the be- 
lieving Thessalonians were no better off than 


their heathen neighbors. They must have be- 


torments, 


3d. But let us inquire, if the believing Thes- 


salonians sorrowed ‘like others who had no 


hope for their unbelieving relations who had 
died? Ifthey did who could blame them, for 
having died in unbelief, their case was past all 
remedy, according to most orthodox creeds.— 
It was impossible for the apostle to say any 
thing which could console them, or alleviate 
their grief. The apostle said to the Thessa- 
lonians, verse 18, “Wherefore comfort one 
another with these words.” But what comfort 
could the words he had spoken afford them, if 
he merely told them that God would bring with 
him only believers. Let any orthordox man 
point out, if he can, how this, or any thing said 
in the passage could comfort the mind of a 
believing Thessalonian who had lost an unbe- 
lieving father, mother, wife or child. Do our 
orthodox friends under like bereavements de- 
rive consolation from this passage? Pray does 
it comfort their hearts to be told, that those 
who sleep in Jesus God will bring with him, 
but their relations who died in unbelief for 
whom they sorrow, shall all be annihilated or 
suffer eternal misery? Would not this be sing- 
ing a sad song to their heavy hearts? But 
they say, this is the song Paul sung to the 
‘Thessalonian Christians, and which they ought 
to sing to themselves and all others at the 
death of ungodly relations. But our ortho- 
dox brethren begin to be ashamed to sing this 
song very loud in the present day. Does this 
arise from doubts of its correctness or from fear 
that their honor and interest would be endan- 
gered ifthey did? But I appeal to every can- 
did man to say how such views could prevent 
the Thessalonians from sorrowing. Yea I ask, 
were ‘they not calculated to increase rather 
than assuage their grief? And are not such 
false views the cause why so many good peo- 


ple in our day, distress themselves at the death 


of their wicked relations, fearing their souls 
have gone down to endless misery? They 
make the very thing which Paul wrote to con- 


_sole the Thessalonians, the cause of their dis- 


tress, and extract a bitter from his views, when 


‘they might enjoy a sweet, sweeter than honey 


or the honey comb. Yet strange to tell, some 
of those very persons affirm, that their own 
happiness in heaven will be sweetened to all 
eternity, 


this now under your affliction? If it is to be 
good im heaven, why not here? And why 
should it not comfort you now, seeing you say 
that Paul administered such consolation to be- 
lievers in like vircumstances? If they under- 
stood Paul as you do, and his words alleviated 
their grief, dry up your tears for they are fitted 
to afford you the same consolation. 

4th. But let us see in what a strange light 
the common opinion places the conduct of the 
Thessalonian believers. It represents them as 
sorrowing as the heathen did for their Chris- 
tian brethren when they died. But if this be 
true, what hope could they have for them- 
selves or others, whether believers or unbe- 
levers? And pray:what benefit had they de- 
rived from their beliefin the death and reaur- 
rection of Jesus?) What more could they do, 
but sorrow as others who had no hope even for 


lonians as sorrowing to excess for believers,|christians from the Lord. 
yet seemingly unaffected at the death of their|is—“That we who are ali 


heathen relatives, 
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hope concerning those in no danger, but felt ne 
grief on account of those whom our orthodox 
brethren say, were in eternal danger. Can 
any man believe that they had no sorrow, wher 
their heathen relations died? But if they had 
how could Paul’s words comfort them, or what 
could he or any one else say, to comfort them 
if the common doctrine be true? Death had 
snatched them away in their sins, and placed 
them in hell beyond all possibility of remedy. 
In such a case, and with such views, our or- 
thodox brethren have no comfort to give, nor 
can they receive any. Yet, when their unbe- 
lieving relations die, we do not find them sor~ 
rowing as those who have no hope, but would 
resent it, if you told them that they had gone 
to hell or would be burnt up in the conflagra- 
tion of the world as Macknight asserts.” ; 
Oth. If the excessive griet of the Thessalon~ 
ians arose from any fears of the eternal sleep, 
or eternal misery of their dead friends, whether 
believers or unbelievers, they are ae cae 
from all other Christians mentioned in the Bible. 
In no part of scripture do I find persons afraid 
of any such things. No such fears or sorrows 
are expressed before death, at it, or after it, 
for any person on any account, or on any oc- 
casion. Well, the question will no doubt be 
asked, why did the Thessalonians sorrow so if 
this was not the cause of it? I answer they 
were once heathen themselves, and believed 
death an eternal sleep, and like others sorrow- 
ed, as those who had no hope. Faith in Je- 
sus does not destroy natural affection, but the 
contrary is its effect, in strengthening the ten- 
der sympathies of our nature. It was very 
improper for Christians to act like beathens 
who had no hope. FElence the apostle caution- 
ed the Thessalonians against this, seeing they 
had hope through Jesus that they and their re- 
latives would be raised again from the dead. 
Having such a hope, it was very unbecoming 
in them to act like the heathen who had no 
hope, ‘Thus the righteous have hope in their 
death, both as to themselves and others, while 
the wicked are driven away in their wicked- 
ness without it, and leave their unbelieving 
friends to sorrow without hope at parting with 
them. Admitting this view to be correct, all 
the above difficulties, and absurdities, and the 
sorrows, in which our orthodox triends involve 
themselves by their wrong views, would be en- 
tirely avoided, and the passage would afford 


in beholding their relations in eternal |them strong consolation and good hope through 
But why not enjoy the comfort of} grace. 


What a pity people should make them- 
selves miserable without any cause? 

6th. To have supported the common views, 
the passage ought to have read thus—‘For if 
they believed that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so them also which have believed in Je- 
sus, will God bring with him.” But the pas- 
sage reads very differently, and if Wakefield’s 
version be correct as given above, there is tiot 
even the shadow of a foundation for the doctrine 
commonly founded on it. It is, if we believe 


that Christ died and rose again, we shall have — 


this consolation, that we shall sce our relations 
again. Nor, is our comfort in the least de- 
gree suspended on, or affected by their faith or 
their unbelief. If Christ be risen from the 
dead, we have nothing to fear. Verse 15, “For 
this we say unto you by the word of the Lord.” 
This is for substance the same as the words 1 


: ‘ | Cor. xv. 51, “Behold [’shew you a mystery.” 
the very worst characters? In fact such a\In both places the apostle intimates, that he 
view of this passage, represents the Thessa-| was going to comniunicate some information te 


Well, what is it? It 


ve and remain unio — 
They sorrowed without |the coming of the Lord shal! not prevent (gem 


a 


ee we 
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which are asleep.” ‘These words are also for|or go before those who are asleep or dead.— 
substance the same as 1 Cor. xv. 51, “we}| They shall not ascend until the dead are rais- 
shall not all sleep, but we shall all be chang-|ed, for says Paul, ‘We who are alive and re- 
ed.” It could be easily shewn, that Paul’s|main shall be caught up together with them in 
using the word we, does not imply that he ex-|the clouds to meet the Lord in the air.”” They 
pected to live to the coming of the Lord. The|shall all ascend at once in one vast company. 
question here which first deserves notice is—}‘‘And so shall we ever (pantote) always be with 
What coming of the Lord did he refer to? Evi-|the Lord.” Compare John xiv. 1—4, and 
dently the coming mentioned verse 16; ‘“‘forthe/ xvii. 24. _ 
Lord himself shal] descend from heaven with a| Verse 18, ‘‘Wherefore comfort one another 
shout.” At this coming of the Lord, some|with these words.’? Some manuscripts add, 
shal! be found alive and remaining on the earth. | tau pnewmatis of the spirit.” These words of 
But let us inquire what is meant by those found the spirit.””. The words referred to, are those 
alive and remaining on the earth not preventing | we have been considering, and are fitted to af- 
those who are asleep or dead. The word ren-| ford consolation to us in the most trying scenes 
dered preven! signifies—“to anticipate or go/of life. But the way in which many under- 
-before.”? See Macknight. But it may be ask-! stand them, is calculated to make men misera- 
-ed—Anticipate or go before whom or what?/ble, yea mad; and if people’s religious creeds 
The answer plainly is, those who are alive and had their due influence on the mind, this world 
retaining on the earth, shall not anticipate or would svon be turned into a lunatic hospital. 
go before them who are asleep or dead. Still These persons however, most zealous in bind- 
It may be asked—Anticipate or gobefore them ing such heavy burdens on other people’s 
where? The answer is given verse 17—‘“‘to shoulders, are very careful not to touch them 
meet the Lord in the air and to be for ever themselves with one of their fingers. W. B. 
with the Lord.” See on the next verse. 
Verse 16, “For the Lord himself shall des- 
cend from heaven with a shout, with the voice AFFECTING INCIDENT, 
of the archangel, and with the trump of God,’ Mr. Work, captain of the Don Giovanni 
and the dead in Christ shall rise first.” Be- schooner, from Gottenburg, while delivering a 
fore any can ascend to meet the Lord in the cargo of deals and iron at a wharf in St. Cath- 
air, the Lord himself shall] descend froin heaven. erine’s was accosted by a miserable looking 
This descent is said to be ‘with a shout.” The young man, just returned from America, be- 
word rendered shout, says Macknight “denotes seeching a little employment; the captain in 


the shout which the whole soldiers of an army ' reply, said he was sorry he was not in want of 


make at their first onset to encourage one any additional hands, as his crew were fully 
another in the attack; or which rowers utter, to adequate to discharge the cargo. The young 
cheer one another in their labor.” No won- man in return expressed his. regret, but urged 
der a shout of complete victcry should be made, the captain to suffer him to work only for his 
for all Christ’s enemies are then put under his meat, as he was literally starving for want of 
feet, and death the last enemy is destroyed. food.—Commiserating, the youth’s unhappy sit- 
It is also said—‘‘With the voice of the Arch- uation, the captain complied with the condition, 
angel,” or the chief Angel. “And, or even, and the young man went cheerfully to work in 
with the trump of God.” Sce on 1 Cor. xv. the hold among the crew. @bserving on the 
As.in scripture, @ mountain of God signifies a following day, the assiduity of the stranger to 
great mountain, so here the trumpet of God discharge his duty, the captain asked him of 
may mean a great trumpet. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. what place he was a native? “ILoughrea, in 
51, 52, connects the change which shall then Treland,” he replied. “Loughrea—Loughrea,”’ 
be effected on the living, as well as the raising rejoined the captain, and “what is your name?” 
of the dead with the sounding of the trumpet. “Dennis Work,” repliedthe youth. Palpitating 
“We shall not all sleep, but we shail all be with anxiety, and afraid he might be mistaken, 
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an ihe captain immediately inquired if he had a 
eye, at the last trump: (for the trumpet shall brother. “I had,” said he, “but it is a long 
sound:) and the dead shail be vaised incorrup-| time since I saw him.”’? “What is his name?” 
tible; and we shall be changed.” Soin this / almost ‘breathless inquired’ the captain.— 


passage, after speaking of the tramp of God, 
- Paul adds—“And the dead ia Christ shail rise 
first.”? If the question is asked—shall rise 
first, or before what shall take place? The 
answer is, before those found alive and remain- 
img on the earth shail ascend to meet the Lord 
in the air. Those found alive on the earth, we 
were told verse 15—“‘shall not anticipate or go 
before them who are asleep.” At the sound of 
the trumpet both are to be prepared for as- 
cending. . Mortals shall put on immortality, 


and the dead shal] be raised incorruptible.— | 


Without this change, they are utterly unpre- 
pared for ascending or being for ever with the 
Lord, for “flesh and blood cannot inherit the 


“James Work,” replied the youth. “Then 
you must have had letters from yeur brother,” 
isays the captain. “O, yes, sir.’ ‘Come, 
come along with me,” says the captain, hastily, 
}and immedialely hurried him into the cabin.— 
‘Have you any objections to show me _ those 
letters trom your brother?” asked the captain. 
“Certainly not,’ said he, and instantly pulled 
out his pocket book and produced them. The 
captain, assured almost to a certainty who the 
young man was, produced from his desk corres- 
ponding letters.to himself, and» upon the mu- 


tual correspondence being laidsapon the table, 


1 : o ¥ - . 
jeach exclaimed, ‘‘Brother!’”? and they instantly 
:tushed tato each other’s arms, and for several 


kingdom of God, neither doth corruption inherit | mjnutes their feelings were so overpowered 


incorruption,”. 1 Cor. xv.50. That this is the 


with the warmth of their affections, that neith- 


. ‘ Vi ages . “Ws . 
meaning of the words—“The dead in Christ] ey of them could speak tili tears came to their 


shall rise first is plain from verse 17, “When 
‘we who are alive and remain shall be caught 
up together with them in the clouds, to mect 
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord.”” Those who are alive and re- 
_majn are to be caught up to meet the Lord in 
the air.—But observe they ave got ty anucipule 
es. 


ro 


relief.—London puper. 


The Southern Association 
Of Whiyersalists will bold thetr Annual 
Meeting in Springfield, Muss. on the dirst 
Wednesdayiand Pharsday in June next. 
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NOTICE OF THE 
BELL-ROPE STORY. 


The above title has been given, by general 
consent, to the account of a drunkard’s hang- 
ing himself to the bell-rope of the Universalist 
Meeting House in Cambridgeport,—an ac- 
count first published in the “National Philan- 
thropist” of this City, thence copied into sever- 
al other papers, and two or three times noticed 
in the Magazine. Having recently had a con- 
versation with the Rev. Editor of the Philan- 
thropist, we are enabled now to give a fuller ac- 
count of the origin of the story, and of the con- 
duct of that Gentleman in relation to it. This 
is done the more readily, because the opinion, 
now proved to be unfounded, has been enter- 
tained, that this story was forged by some per- 
son connected with the Philanthropist office. 

When the story first appeared, we contra- 
dicted it, stating that it was both false and silly. 
False, because there was neither bell nor rope 
attached to the Universalist Meeting House, in 
Cambridgeport—Silly, because a man’s hang- 
ing himself to a bell-rope would hardly cause 
the bell to ring at all, much less give the alarm 
of fire. Subsequently we heard, that the con- 
ductor of the Philanthropist was informed, be- 
fore he published the paper containing the sto- 
ry, that it was false; and after making inquiry, 
we ascertained that a lad belonging to Cam- 
bridgeport, who was an apprentice in a neigh~. 
boring office, informed the workmen in the 
office of the Philanthropist, that there was no 
bell in the Universalist Mecting House in Cam- 
bridgeport. When this became known to us, 
we notified our readers of it, in a note append- 
ed to one of the replies to Mr. Scott’s Essays. 

From the conversation which we have had 
with the Editor of the Philanthropist, we learn 
that ihe account came to him through the Post 
Office, and that it was probably put into the 
office at Boston. It was put into type in 
about two hours after it was received, and soon 
after the Philanthropist was published. We learn 
from the Kditor, that he ascertained before all 
the numbers of that paper were printed, that 
the story was false; we learn also from the 
workmen in the office, that they were informed 
of the falsehood of it, when they had printed 
somewhere near two hundred copies, about a 
sivih part, as we suppose, of the number they 
usually print. This is an account of the whole 
aiiair, as we have received it recently at the 
Philanthropist office. We will now give our 
Opinion of it, 

1. We do not believe that the Editor of the 
Philanthropist forged the story. How it came 
iuto existence we knew not. There are some 
people who scem to believe it laudable to lie 
for the glory of God, and the good of the 
church. Perhaps syme person of that charac- 
ter invented it. Phis appears the more proba- 
ble when we reflect how many false stories have 
appeared in tracts and books, invented by the 
saine Class of people. 

2, We think the Editor was far too hasty in 
ging t publication. He seems to have seized it 
greedily, Five minutes inquiry would ba- 
bly have satisfied him of its falsity. 
if it had been stated in the account that it wat 
the Baplist Meeting House in Cambridgeport, 
in which the man hung himself, the iiditar 
would not have published it without inquiry. 

3. We think the Editor did not embrace the 
jearliest means which offered to stop the spread of 
Lthe stery. Llis workuien, the principal of whon) 
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we believe is his own son,were informed by a lad 
belonging to Cambridgeport that there was no 
bell in the Universalist Meeting House there, 
when they had printed but about a sirth part 


of their papers. If they had for a few moments 
stopped the press, taken the article out, and 
in its place inserted a notice that the account, 
in that stage of the business, was found to be 
incorrect, there would have been an end to it, 
provided they had sent the revised sheets to the 
offices of other newspapers. The papers were 
not all printed, when the Editor himself Jearn- 
ed that the account was false, and probably, 
therefore, none of them had gone from the of- 
fice. Ifhe had with a pen crossed the article 
in each paper, or if he had crossed it in those 
copies only which were sent to other printing 
offices, a work that would have taken but little 
time, he would have prevented its further circu- 
lation. 

4. We think that when, in his next paper, the 
Editor attempted to contradict the story, he ded 
not do it with sufficient explicitness and directness. 
The statement he gave was something like 
this: Zhe account given in our last of the death 
4 a person in Cambridgeport by intemperance, 

as been found to be untrue, &e. This, in our 
opinion, was not sufficiently direct and explicit. 
Many people on reading that would not readily | 
have thought, that the Editor referred to the, 
account of the man’s hanging himself to the 
Bell-Rope. ‘The prominent idea which the sto- | 
ry left in the public mind was, that a drunkard 
hung himself to the Bell-Rope of the Universal- 
tst Church in Cambridgeport. When the Edi-) 
tor contradicted the story, he said nothing a-| 
bout the Universalist Church in Cambridge, | 
nothing about the Bell-Rope, nothing about a 
person’s hanging | 
tradiction, then, was inexplicit and indirect.— | 
The reader of it would not readily apprehend | 
that it was the Bell-Rope Story, which the Edi-| 
tor was contradicting. _ If indeed, every reader | 
had been induced to have turned to the paper 
containing this story, for the purpose of ascer- 
taining whether there was any other account of | 
death by intemperance in Cambridgeport re-! 
corded in that paper, he might have discovered | 


himself. ‘The Editor’s con-) . 


SELECTED. 


The following is the last production of the ‘* Boston 
Bard,’ whose death was recently published in the | 
Gazette.—Bost. Gazette. 


THE DYING CHRISTIAN. 


How peaceful is the closing scene, 
When virtue yields its breath— 
How sweetly beams the smile serene, 

Upon the cheek of death! 


The christian’s hope no fear can blight, 
No pain, his peace destroy; 

He views beyond the realm of light, 
Of pure and boundless joy. 


Oh who can gaze, with heedless sigh, 
On scene so fair as this— 

Who but exclaims—“thus let me die, 
And be my end like his.” 
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EVENING. 


The curfew tolls the knell of parting day, 
The lowing herd winds slowly o’er the lea, 
The ploughman homeward plods his weary way, 
And leaves the world to darkness and to me. 
Now fades the glimm’ring landscape on the sight, 
And all the air a solemn stillness holds, 
Save where the beetle wheels his droning flight, 
And drowsy tinklings lulls the distant folds; 
Save that, from yonder ivy-mantled tow’r, 
The moping owl does to the Moon complain 
Of such, as wand’ring near her secret bow’r, 


Molest her ancient solitary reign. Gray. 


! 
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Erratum.—In our last paper, in the poetry headed 
Lines occasioned, &c. where it reads— | 
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“As through those silent isles, &c. read aisles. 
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OLIVE BRANCH. 
O<°Since we have learned that the Gospel te br 


is to be discontinued, it gives us much satisfaction to be 
informed that the OLIVE BRANCH is to succeed it. | 


UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
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literary. Truth being its ultimate object and 
the advancement of society its end, writers of 
all denominations are invited to contribute to 
its columns. Being persuaded that nothing can 
be lost by free discussion, the society deems it 
no sacrifice to promulgate the liberal principles 
on which the paper is to be conducted, beliey- 
ing as it does, that untrammelled discussion 
leads to the perfection of human reason, and is 
the avenue to truth. 

The members of the Universalist Book So- 
ciety have reason to feel a greater interest in 
the diffusion of the proposed paper, when they 
reflect on the comparative circumstances of the 
human race, betwixt the Jast fifty years and the 
half century that preceeded; a difference near- 
ly as great as between midnight darkness and 
the effulgence of day. Being persuaded th 
this happy temperament in the moral, religi 
and social world, is the effect of free discussion, 
they cannot but congratulate their fellow-men 
on the present occasion that its tendency has 
conspired directly to shed a lustre on the arts, 
sciences, and comforts of life which doubtless 
have received their momentum and compound 
vigor within the latter period, from the disclo- 
sure and circulation of truths, which had been 
withheld in the former, or but scarcely gleam- 
ed a ray on a world wrapped in ignorance. 


CONDITIONS. 

Tue Oxive Brancn will be delivered to city sub- 
scribers at $2 50 a year, payable in advance; to coun« 
try or mail subscribers, $2 a year; payable on the re« 
ceipt of the firstnumber,, =, 

_ The Paper will be printed on a full sheet, medium 
size, quarto, 1 Tea ' 

It will be issued on Saturdays, and the first number 
appear early in May next. wn. \ 

It is put at a reduced price to country subscribers, in 
consequence of their being obliged to pay postage. 

‘Those who will forward ten dollars, the price of five 


papers, shall receive a sixth, gratis; and in the same 
proportion for a greater number. 


No subscription for a less term than one year, 
(which ineludes one whole volume) will be received. 
New-York, March, 1827, 


ko 
The way to be Happy ‘ 
Would you be exempt from uneasiness; do 


that this Bell-Rope Story was what the Editor’ we have received the first number, and are pleased NOt one thing you know or suspect to be wrong. 


meant to contradict. Buthe would not have/ 
known it without. ) 
5. The Editor, in our opinion, ought to have | 
usetl his influence to induce those Editors who had 
copied ihe Story into thew papers, to contradict 
it. He should have cried aloud and spared not, 
he should have lifted up his voice like a trumpet. 
He sent the falsehood through the country, and 
Editors in all directions seized it greedily as a 
mo&t precious piece of intelligence, circulating 
it from Nova-Scotiato Florida. Now what has 
the Editor of the Philanthropist done to induce 
them, te contradict it? There are undoubted- 
ly hundreds of people in the United States who 


with its, contents, professions and prospects. The fol- 
lowing is its Prospectus: : 
PROPOSALS 
FOR PUBLISHING BY SUBSCRIPTION, 
A WEEKLY PAPER, 
ENTITLED 
THE OLIVE BRANCH. 


‘Behold how good and how pleasant it is for a 
to dwell together in unity.”’ 


This Paper will be issued weekly from the | 
press of the Wew- York Universalist Book Socte- 


never had a doubt of its truth; and some have | iy, corner of Bowery and Pell Street, and will 
asserted that the man who hung himself was a|succeed the Gospel Herald when the seventh 
Universalist. What opinion do those people volume of that work"is completed. 


compel us to entertain of them, who, having! 


published this story, and knowing that it is ut- 
terly false, have never contradicted it? 
Editors. 
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CHARITY. 


Charity and fine dressing are things very |be based on the most liberal principles; there- 
ferent; but ifmen give alms for the sami {fore its colunins willalways be open for’ deco-}' 
rous and well-written essays of every species oa 


di 


clothes 


easo ® that others dress fine, only to be seen | 
vod adored, charity 1s then but like the vanity ;interesting inat 
(Society, whether religious, moral, scientific, or 


The Ottve Bréxcu will be issued under the 


| immediate sanction of the Universalist Book 


Society, and at ali times subject to its revision 
and superintendenee. 

As it is to succeed a paper whose columns 
have been open aad devoted to liberal discus- 
sion, the character of the O«ivé Brancu will 


ter, concerning. the welfare of 


Would you enjoy the purest pleasure; do every 
thing in your power you are convinced is 
right. ; 
—== 0:0 ea 
NOTICE.—Rev. J. S. Fuompson will preach on 
Sabbath next, at Rev. H. Ballou’s Meeting, in the 
morning, and at Rev. P. Dean’s in the evening. 


0<7-We have received from Br. Cobb, of Waterville, 
(Me.) two Discourses—One on Text, 

2 Sam. xv. 4, ‘‘O that I were made Judge in the 
land!’ The other, Text John v. 28, 29, “Marvel not 
at this: for the hour is coming,” &c.-Price 12 1-2 cents 
each, 


Married in this City. 

By Rev. H. Ballou, Mr. Isaac May to Mise Mary — 
Felieh. Mr. Jonas Robbins to Mrs. Sally Woodman, — 
all of Boston. 

_ Mr. Clement Willis to Miss Mary Cummings. 

In Wrentham, Mss. Mr. George Grant to Miss Mi- 

randa Cragg. 
ee s> 
Died in this City. jong 

On Saturday evening last, Hon. WILLIAM PHIL- 
LIPS. ayed 78, late Lt. Govexgor of this Codunon 
wealth, “baa. 

In Hopkinton,Mss.Mr. Elijah Bowker, aged 5 
and 6 months. In the death of Mr. Sowlens rch ptg 
ly are left'to mourn the loss of a kind husband, & ien- 
der Father, and the public an honest man. He Wasa '- 
member of the Methodist Church. b Rags 
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